INTRODUCTION
The study of the development of the ovary during infancy and the immature period seems to be of unusual interest for several reasons. At maturity the ovary consists of follicles in all stages of development, small follicles, growing follicles, large follicles with and without follicle fluid. Furthermore, there are corpora lutea of different generations, peripheral and central stroma and a very well developed vascular and lymph system. It is an organ in which eggs mature and become competent, in which ovulation is prepared and achieved, an organ which manufactures hormones and is fully equipped to respond to hormones for which it serves as an end organ. At birth on the other hand, the ovary seems a much more uniform organ consisting mainly of small oocytes, stromal tissue and a rather primitive vascular system. In the short period of infancy between birth and the onset of maturity therefore a complex development in differentiation has to take place in this organ. The problem of follicle growth initiation is far from baing solved but we are suggesting that at least two intraovarian factors have an influence on the number of follicles that leave the pool of non-growing, small follicles : One is the size of the pool itself. With the reduction of the size of the pool the number leaving it becomes smaller. A second one concerns th 2 degeneration of large follicles which seem to free a substance which restrains growth initiation.
